e Student the 


im Az-Zarnuji 


pwledge, the Teacher, the Companion 


eople of Knowledge 
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Transliteration 


The following method of transliteration of t} 


ne Arg 
letters has been used in this book: 


sac 


a,1,U 


sui 


bisesiie 
ih ii a 
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(Sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) 
May Allah send blessings and 
salutations upon him - used for Nabi 
% 

(Alaihis salam) 
Salutations upon him - used for all 
prophets 


(Radiallahu ‘anhu) 
May Allah be pleased with him — used 
for the Sahabah # 
(alla Jalaluhi) 
The Sublime — used for Allah % 
(Azza wa jall) 
Allah is full of glo 
(Rahimahullah) 
May Allah have mercy on him - used 
for deceased saints and scholars 


and sublimity 


anslator’s Note 
ed that this book was written 
its were completely devoted to 
d immense attachment to their 
acts mentioned herein may not 
times and may seem far-fetched 
neration and lack of enthusiasm 
ever, in that august era, these 
mmonly found. One shoul 
book keeping the backgrou 
A student should end 
cessors as closely a 
ring immense bless 
a profound impac 
ne time, if he cannot 
t the predecessors achi 
despondent and aban¢ 
knowledge is one of conti 
Allah # will reward 
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po a! a 
taal pil cate de ey iy i wt) 


Introduction 


All praises are due to Allah %# who granted n 
virtue over the rest of the world because 


fountain sources of knowledge and wisdom. 


I saw that in our time, most of the students strive {0 
knowledge but do not reach it! because they havi 
erred in its path and abandoned its conditions. Ever 
person that errs on the path becomes misguided an‘ 
he will not obtain his aim whether his aim is mino} 


! They have been deprived of its benefits and fruits, 1 
practising on that knowledge and propagating it. 


| a 


knowledge and practice. Peace and salutations uy ' 
Muhammad #, the leader of the Arabs and no 
Arabs and upon his family and companions, t! 


st to explain the method of studying 

ito What I read in the books and 

shers, people of knowledge and 

With the hope that the ones 
Knowledge will supplicate for 
day of Judgement. I had 
istikharah.* I named the book 
mt the Method of Studying’. | divide 
x chapters: 


of Knowledge and Jurisprud 
e of Knowledge 
on While Studying 

the Correct Knowl 
Companion and 


$ 
Knowledge and the 
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ra! om) as) aoe 


sto What I read in the books and 
ichers, people of knowledge and 
"with the hope that the ones 


pte! pli orle de ey iy dh wd 


"knowledge will supplicate for 
he) day of Judgement. I had 
id istikharah.? I named the book 
ent the Method of Studying’ . | divideg 
pters: 


Introduction 


All praises are due to Allah # who granted ma 
virtue over the rest of the world becaus 
knowledge and practice. Peace and salutations ups 
Muhammad #, the leader of the Arabs and no 
Arabs and upon his family and companions, t! 
fountain sources of knowledge and wisdom. 


‘of Knowledge and Jurisprud 
ue of Knowledge 


Correct Knowle 


I saw that in our time, most of the students strive { 7 
Companion and the 


knowledge but do not reach it! because they ha\j 
erred in its path and abandoned its conditions. Ever 
person that errs on the path becomes misguided an} 
he will not obtain his aim whether his aim is min) 


s 
Knowledge and the P 


unctuality and Zeal 
ing of the Lesson, its Amoul 


1 They have been deprived of its benefits and fruit: : E. 
practising on that knowledge and propagating it. To ness from Allah. 


. Seeking Benefit 

. Piety While Studying 

. Factors Which Improve the Memory 
. Factors Which Increase or Decrex 
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Sequence 
Trust 
The Time for Seeking Knowledge 
Compassion and Advice 


y of Knowledge and 
ice and the Virtue of 
owledge 


Muslim male and female.”? 


Sustenance is not obligatory upon ever 


type of knowledge. Thi 
t is obligatory as the sayi 
ous knowledge 
resent and the most 


r upon the believer to 
dition he is in. Sala 
is obligatory for him te 
e of salah by means of 
obligatory salah. It 
that amount of knowle 


1a ¥ 


fbn Majah and Al-Bayhagi in Shu’abul Iman. 
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means of which one can perform the compu 
actions. This is because whatever leads 
compulsory act is also compulsory. 


The same applies to fasting and zakah if he posses 
wealth, to perform hajj if it is obligatory upon hin 
and the laws of business if he is a trader. 


Imam Muhammad Ibnul Hasan As-Shaybani' was 
asked, “Why don’t you write a book on abstinence? 
He replied, “I have written a book on busines 
dealings.” He meant that an abstinent person is one 
who abstains from doubts and undesirable acts in! 
commercial] dealings. 


periority over the an 
) prostrate to him. 


wledge is because it i 
means of which a 
and eternal good fortt 
ne following verses wer 


ammad Ibnul Hasin (il «*,): 


The same applies to all dealings and occupations 
Every person that engages in some occupation hast 
learn the knowledge of abstaining from the 
prohibited acts thereof. Similarly, it is obligatory t 
learn the condition of the heart, with reference t 
trust (in Allah), turning towards Allah, fearing Hin 


ledge is a means of glamour 
1e seeker. 1 
ig proof that the people o 
all the praiseworthy attributes. 
srease your knowledge daily 

swimming in the oceans of 


4 He was a student of Imam Abia Hanifah. He had the honour 
compiling the jurisprudence of Imam Abi Hanifah. He passed awa 
in Rayy in 189 A.H. (805 C.E.). 
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benefit. or 2m iserliness, cowardliness and 
Learn jurisprudence because it provides one the 
opportunity to attain noble actions and piety in 


<a 


mm. One cannot abstain from 
ng them and their opposite 


the most moderate fashion. qua reuitus Obligatory for man to have 
Tt is the guiding flag towards the paths of x ese qualities. 
guidance. 


Imam Nasirud-din Abul Qasim 
A excellent book on the topic of 
pulsory for every Muslim to 


It is a fortified fortress that protects one from all 
calamities 


For one pious jurist is severer against satan 
than a thousand worshippers. 


b> 


yx knowing those 
time, it is fard kifay 
nity obtain such knovy 
of the duty. Howeve: 
individual will carry # 
ential for the imam (Ke 
le to obtain such knowled 


Knowledge is a means of ascertaining attributes lik 
pride, humility, love, chastity, extravagance 
niggardliness etc: The same applies to all attribu 
Of character like generosity, miserlines 
cowardliness and valour. 


og 


we 


+The specific number of one thousand is not intended. This is 
mentioned to indicate an excessive number. A pious jurist is str 
in combating satan than many non-juristic worshippers becaus 
jurist clearly knows the limits of what is lawful and ul. Sa 
cannot easily mislead such a person. As for the wors 
not a jurist “he worships Allah without insight. It is 
very simple to plunge him into deviation by creating all 
doubts and hesitations in his mind. 


ae scholars, the knowledge 6 
on experiences all the 
‘person has a need for i 
| person requires some of the E 


2 


= 
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benefit. 

Learn jurisprudence because it provides one the 
opportunity to attain noble actions and piety in 
the most moderate fashion. 

Tt is the guiding flag towards the paths of 


muserliness, cowardliness and 
fam. One cannot abstain from 
ing them and their opposite 
is Obligatory for man to have 
ualities. 


guidance. ‘e 
It is a fortified fortress that protects one from all Beimam Nasirud-din Abul Qasim 
calamities lam) excellent book on the topic of 


For one pious jurist is severer against satan 
than a thousand worshippers.° 


Knowledge is a means of ascertaining attributes lik As 
pride, humility, love, chastity, extravagance 
niggardliness etc. The same applies to all attribute 
of character like generosity, _miserlines 
cowardliness and valour. 


me, it is fard kifayah 
tunity obtain such know 
d of the duty. However, 
dividual will carry th 
sential for the imam (le 
ple to obtain such knowled 


5 The specific number of one thousand is not intended. This is mere 
mentioned to indicate an excessive number. A pious jurist is strong 
in combating satan than many non-juristic worshippers because | 
jurist clearly knows the limits of what is lawful and unlawfu 
cannot easily mislead such a person. As for the worshipper wh 

not a jurist, he worships Allah without insight. It is consequent 
very simple to plunge him into deviation by creating all kinds 
doubts and hesitations in his mind. 


scholars, the knowledge 
erson experiences all the tin 
)person has a need for it 
‘person requires some of the ti 
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is like medicine which a person only requires d “a ‘ 
illness. Astrology is like an illness — it is haram J) 7 “yy 
study it because it is harmful and has no benefi Bamam Shafi (au tient, 


paar I 'to flee from the decree of Allah. a 
. Fytwo categories, jurisprudence for 


i for the body. Everything else 


eit ; 
Every Muslim should preoccupy himself all the 
n ‘remembering Allah, supplication, humblinfieies >, 
oneself, recitation of the Qur'an, giving chari oy 
repel calamities and performing salah. One s! 
ask Allah to grant one forgiveness and comfort int 
world and the hereafter so that Allah %% can save}! 
from all problems. The one who engages 
‘supplication is not deprived of being answered. 
oh fe Bas) be 

If a calamity is preordained for one, it will mo 
certainly occur but Allah 3% will make it easy for hit’ Ae the aim of knowledge 
‘and with the blessing of the du’a, he will be able: pre 5 ality of practice is to ab 
bear it patiently. 2 orary for that which is perme 


ty that clarifies the state of the 
gh is knowing the subtleties of 
g the depths of it. 


(il «= ,) said, “Fiqh is kno 
ect the nafs (self).” 


Yes, one can seek that amount of astronomy } 
means of which a person can ascertain the direct! 
of the Ka’bah and the times of salah. It is permis 

t was that these two fields are compulsory 


to engage in studying medicine for it is a Periefic = 
beet ay, 7 = = le The other subjects are fard kifayah. It does 
science like the other subjects. Rasiilullah & hims| page ee 


ily essential for a person not 
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is like medicine which a person only requires du; 
strology is like an illness — it is haray 
ase it is harmful and has no benefit 


Peimam Shafi (<1) 4.) said, 


© Categories, jurisprudence for 
ae) for the body. Everything else 


lity that clarifies the state of the 


a 1 to grant one forgiveness and comfort int Bagh i BS knowing the subtleties of 


nd the hereafter so that Allah ¥ can sav 
problems. The one who engage: 
ation is not deprived of being answered 


1 (il 4>,) said, “Fiqh is kno 
A) ffect the nafs (self).” ; 
amity is preordained for one, it will mo 

ly Occur but Allah 3 will make it easy fo 


at the aim of knowledge 
the blessing of the du’a, he will be abi 


‘reality of practice is to ab 
porary for that which is perm: 


aly essential for a person not” 
1 of which a person can ascertain ithe directi 


mear 

of the Ka’bah and the times of salah. It is permissib 
to engage in studying medicine for it is a benetic 
science like the other subjects. Rasiilullah 4 hims 


nt was that these two fields are compulsory 
The other subjects are fard kifayah. It does 
ubj are useless. 


"Ya 
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remain heedless of his carnal self. Look careful 
what benefits it brings and what harms it can caus Intention While Studying 
in this world and the hereafter. Attain those thi 
which cause benefit to it and abstain from thos 
things which cause harm to it so that on¢ 
5 ae 

intelligence and knowledge do not become a pr 
against one as this will increase one’s punishmer 


Wave an intention during the course 
because the intention is fundamental 
falullah 48 is reported to have said, 
@ based on intentions.” 
arrated from Nabi &. 


This is an 


tions are there which have the outwane 


“There are numerous verses and authentic ahadit 
regarding the virtues of knowledge. We have n aly 
mentioned them so that the book does not becom ft actions are there which hay 

too lengthy. e ms of the hereafter but tk 


t 
) 


y the pleasure of Allah 3, obtair 
moving ignorance from himsell 
amuses, reviving Din and mainta 
aintenance of Islam is 
tinence and piety cannot bea 
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-din (al 4), the author of J 
edithe following verses of a poet tox] 
ih 
ir who exceeds the limits of Din isa 
‘eat corruption, 
rant Worshipper is even worse than 


S fie way of these two for his 


@ of dissension for him in his 
$ worldly life. 


ld also intend being grateful { 
l¢ bounties of intelligence and go 
id to him. The student should nev 
id that due to his knowledge, peo} 
d respect him, nor try to gather t 

ford or the honour of rulers etc. 

a? : 

ihammad Ibnul Hasan (43! 4* ,) said, “If 


people of the world become my slaves, | will { 
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Imam Burhanud-din (41 «*,), the author 
that the one who experiences 
2 and practising it, will perhaps 
The scholar who exceeds the limits of Din is a ery sel What the people have. 

cause of great corruption, 

But the ignorant worshipper is even worse than 


Hidayah, recited the following verses of a poet t 


Oiwamud-din Hammad Ibn 


him. | As-Saffar Al-Ansari (4) «ay) 
Whoever adopts the way of these two for hi ng Wereee of Imam Aba Hane 
Dine 
Tt will be a cause of dissension for him in hi 
Din and his worldly life. 

7 owledge to earn the herea} 


» The student should also intend being grateful | vith the guidance and gr 


_ Allah %& for the bounties of intelligence and ¢ 
health granted to him. The student should ne 
have this in mind that due to his knowledge, peo; 
will honour and respect him, nor try to gather t! 
chattels of the world or the honour of rulers etc 


fortunate is that student who 
ke of the honour of the people.® 


student seeks honour for the 


Imam Muhammad Ibnul Hasan (44! «* )) said, “If: 
a from a family of knowledge and absti 


nd an expert in linguistics. He passed awa 
H. (1180 C.E.). 
st accept his status or give him gifts. 


the people of the world become my slaves, | will {re 
them immediately and absolve myself from ther 
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assisting him in enjoining what is right 
forbidding what is wrong, or for implementi: 
truth and upholding Din, not for personal mot 
and carnal desires, it is permissible to the extent 
it assists him in these avenues. 


be humble. Humility is between 
ace. Chastity is the same. More 
in the book ‘AI-Aklilaq’. 


(@) <= 5)?, better known as AL 


A student should ponder that he is see! ited the following verses to me, 


knowledge with so much effort and exertion. \\ 
should he then spend it on this despised world t 
- is temporary and paltry. 


the trait of a pious person, 


f @ person can reach great 


the one who is arrogant k 


This world is very little in comparison to th e 
whether he is forts 


hereafter. 

The one who has love and affection for it is the 
most despised man. 

Its magical charm makes nations deaf ana 
blind. 

They become perplexed without finding any 
path. 


pangs of death, how will It 
Will it be removed easil 
culty? 

is an attribute of Allah. 
@ cautious in adopting this qui 


It is essential for the bearer of knowledge " ' 
cautious of those things which cause disg!? } 
knowledge and its bearers. 
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Imam Abu Hanifah (ail 42 )) said to his compar 


“Respect your turbans and be frugal in spendin; 


He said this so that knowledge and its bearer 
not despised. A student should carefully read } 


Wasiyah which Imam Abu Hanifah (al 4 )) wrote fo, 
Yusuf Ibn Khalid As-Samti!! (ail 4) when | 
returned home. The student will find the necess: 


subject matter in it which he requires. 


My teacher, Burhanud-din Ali Ibn Abi Bakr (4! « 


ordered me to write out this book. I complied wit 
his request on my return journey home. The teache 
and the mufti should study it when dealing with th 


general public. 


1 That is, a student should raise his personality so much that r 
and honour flow from it. The aim of this is merely to | 
knowledge and raise its status. 

"He was one of the students of Imam Abi Hanifah. Imam 


said that he was a distinguished personality. He learnt a great ce 
from Imam Abu Hanifah. Imam Ibn Majah narrated ahadith fron 
him. The people looked up to him. Then he turned his atten! 
towards worshipping Allah. He passed away in 189 A.H. (805 CE 
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orrect Knowledge, the 
ympanion and the Need for 
Steadfastness 


hoose the best knowledge. Then 
studying that knowledge which 
or him from a religious point of 


fe requires for comfort in 


lew, he is sinful if he ab 


ib 


that appeals to the nature of man 
t it. An excellent proof was tend! 


de Je SYN) sell le Je 


Sut cll af cls 5) - The dung i dic 


- and the footprints indicate the presence ¢ 
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‘e Imam Aba Hanifah ( «>, 


= 


He should choose the old narrations! and aban¢ 
the innovations. The scholars have said, “Adopt t 


oid narrations and beware of the new ones.” lim to be a dignified and 


was patient in all matters.” '° " 


A student should refrain from involving himself 
those issues which arose after the cream of t 
Ulama left this world. These masail distance bh 
from jurisprudence, destroy his life, create muty 
enmity and they are a sign of Qiyamah and a sign; 
knowledge and jurisprudence leaving the worl 
This has been mentioned in a hadith. 


remained steadfast by him. As a 


As for choosing a teacher, he should choose the o 
who is the most learned, the most pious and senior 


age just as Imam Abu Hanifah (<a! 4x») chos 


Hammad Ibn Abi Sulaiman'® (a 4m )) aft 


traveller. Then why is it that the earth with all its valleys and thes 
with its galaxies do not indicate the presence of a Being that is | 
and all powerful. 
14 Old narrations refer to those facts which have been unanimou' 
accepted by the scholars as being correct due to their correct prov’ 
Innovations refer to those facts in which there are always differen 
and the opinions of people always clash regarding them. 
'2 He was from among the Tabi‘in. He had encyclopaedic knowle‘! 


ence. Imam Aba Hanifah learnt mos 
d stayed with him for eighteen yeai 


A. (738 C.E.). 
have not found anyone more learned } 
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He should choose the old narrations!‘ and aban¢ g. Imam Abia Hanifah ( 4 
the innovations. The scholars have said, “Adop* ti 


old narrations and beware of the new ones.” him to be a dignified and 


© was patient in all matters.”'° 


A student should refrain from involving himsel!; 
those issues which arose after the cream of t 
Ulama left this world. These masail distance | 
from jurisprudence, destroy his life, create mutu 
enmity and they are a sign of Qiyamah and a sigr 
knowledge and jurisprudence leaving the worl 
This has been mentioned in a hadith. 


remained steadfast by him. As a 
germinated by him.” 


) 4&4) said, “I heard one of the 


nd ‘saying, ‘A student cam 
ir SRS He had reso 


As for choosing a teacher, he should choose the 


who is the most learned, the most pious and senior! , 
e€ manner consult in all 


Rasulullah 2 to consult in 

was no one with 
an him. In spite of that, he wat 
sulted the Sahabah -* in all mat 


age just as Imam Abu Hanifah (i) 4%) choy 


Hammad Ibn Abi Sulaiman'5 (4) 4) 


traveller. Then why is it that the earth with all its valleys and thes 
with its galaxies do not indicate the presence of a Being that is|0' 
and all powerful. 
4 Old narrations refer to those facts which have been unanimous 
accepted by the scholars as being correct due to their correct pro 
Innovations refer to those facts in which there are always differe 
and the opinions of people always clash regarding them. 

'2 He was from among the Tabi‘in. He had encyclopaedic knowle¢ 


2 


lence. Imam Abu Hanifah learnt most of hi 
d stayed with him for eighteen years. He 
. (738 C.E.). ' 


me Thave not found anyone more learned in 
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and even in the necessities of his house. 


wo months until you ponder and 
For if you go to a particular teacher, 

10t be pleased with his lesson. In 
ive him and go elsewhere. In this 
ve no blessings in your seeking 


Ali # said, “No person who consulted was 
destroyed.” 


It is said that people are of three types: a perl 
person, a half person and a non-entity. A {| 
person is one who has a correct opinion and 
consults the intelligent ones. The second type is 
half person whose opinion is correct but he does: 
consult or he consults but has no opinion. The thi 
person is a non-entity - he neither has any opi 


nor does he consult. y the 
an enefit much from your knot 


es two months regarding 


Ja’far As-Sadiq (a) 4-4) said to Sufyan Ath-Thaw ' o 
em t ence and steadfastne:s 
all matters but they — 


(4) 4=,), “In your matters, consult those who fez 
n said, 


Allah.” 


The seeking of knowledge is one of the highest 
matters and the most difficult. According\ B. 
consultation regarding it will be more important ai to have steadfastness is extremely 


more essential. 
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There is a proverb that bravery is to be patient fo; 
while. 


It is therefore essential to remain steadfast 
teacher and to commit oneself to studying a | 
and not abandoning it. Once you are involved ir 


subject, do not preoccupy yourself in another subjec 
until you have mastered the first one. Do not tray 


unnecessarily to another city because all thes 
matters disperse your thoughts, preoccupy the heart 
destroy time and hurt the feelings of the teacher 


Completely abandon all your carnal desires. A po 


says, 


Submitting to one’s carnal desires is the 


greatest disgrace 
The greatest honour is to overcome one’s 


desires. 


Bear all kinds of calamities and difficulties. It is said 
that treasures of favours are to be found on the heaps 
of trials and tribulations. The following verses wet 
recited to me and are probably the statement of Al 


Al 
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There is a proverb that bravery is to be patient for; 
while. 


It is therefore essential to remain steadfast by ; 
teacher and to commit oneself to studying a boo 
and not abandoning it. Once you are involved in on 


subject, do not preoccupy yourself in another subjec 
until you have mastered the first one. Do not trai 


unnecessarily to another city because all thes 
matters disperse your thoughts, preoccupy the heart 
destroy time and hurt the feelings of the teacher. 


Completely abandon all your carnal desires. A poe 


says, 


Submitting to one’s carnal desires is 


greatest disgrace 
The greatest honour is to overcome one’s 


desires. 


Bear all kinds of calamities and difficulties. It is said 
that treasures of favours are to be found on the heap: 
of trials and tribulations. The following verses wer 
recited to me and are probably the statement of Ali 
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If he ts good, accompany him for you will | 
correctly guided. 


These verses were also recited to me: 


Do not befriend one who is lazy. 
How many a good persons were spoilt due to S | for a person who knows 
the corruption of others. tis 
The filth of a filthy mind rapidly affects the 
intelligence of an intelligent one. 
Just as a burning ember is extinguished when 
placed in sand. 


‘of a person can be gained 


Nabi # said, “Every child is born with the inhere 
nature of Islam in him. However, it is the paren! 
who either make him a Jew, Christian or Magian." 


It is mentioned in a Persian couplet, 


An evil friend is worse than a poisonous snake. 
Besides the pure being of Allah, there is no one. 
The evil friend drags you towards hell. 

Therefore search for a pious friend by means of 
which your hopes of attaining heaven can be 
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Honouring Knowledge and the People of . 
Knowledge The f uplet was recited to me, 


Remember that the seeker of knowledge canny that of the teacher. 

obtain knowledge nor benefit from it except bj it Bauctims to consider it. 
honouring knowledge and its people and respecting 
and revering the teacher. 


‘one word and a thousand 
E ecient for him. 


It has been said that one cannot reach heights excep 
by honouring the people of knowledge. Similarly, 
fall into the dungeons of disgrace is due 
abandoning respect. 


Mashaikh said t 
become an lim, shot 
‘tute jurists, honour the 
| ig After this, if 
1 alim, his grandson will 


It is better to honour and respect a person thant 
obey him. Don’t you see that a person does m0 
become a disbeliever by committing a sin. However 
he becomes a disbeliever by mocking a sin and bj 
discarding respect. 


Part of respecting knowledge is to respect th 
teacher. Hadrat Ali 4 said, “I am the slave of tl 
person who teaches me one letter. If he desires, tt 


can sell me and if he desires, he can keep me a5‘ 


respecting the teacher is not 
n, not to sit in his place, not f 
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speak first in his presence except with 


permission, not to speak excessively by him, ng 
ask him something at an unsuitable time ang 
consider the time. Do not knock on his door} 
rather wait for him to come out. 

/ 
The summary of this is that one should seek} 
pleasure, refrain from angering him and obey 


worldly requirement of someone else by disobey 


Allah.” 


' Part of respecting him is to respect his children 
his associates. 


Our teacher, Sheikhul Islam Burhanud-din (4! «) 


the author of Al-Hidayah, used to narrate that one 
the Imams of Bukhara was teaching and now al 
then stood up during the lesson. The people ask 

i 


the reason why he did that. The Sheikh replied, ‘M 
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ing with the children in the 
the would appear at the door of 
"gaze would fall on him, | 
t for my teacher.” 


speak first in his presence except with }j 
permission, not to speak excessively by him, not ty 
ask him something at an unsuitable time and \ 
consider the time. Do not knock on his door by 
rather wait for him to come out. 


Tsabandi”” (<i) «* ,) was the 


The summary of this is that one should seek hi 
pleasure, refrain from angering him and obey hi 
orders as long as they do not constitute th 
disobedience of Allah for there is no obedience in the 
disobedience of Allah. Nabi & said, “The worl. 
person is one who destroys his Din due to th 
worldly requirement of someone else by disobeying 
Allah.” 


in Marw. The king used to 

‘and he used to say, “I have 
‘use of serving my teach 
a Zaid Ad-Dabusi!* ( 
or thirty years and ne 


4 


y 


Part of respecting him is to respect his children ani 
his associates. 


mn ad Tbnul Husain Abu Ja’far. He wat 
me who wrote several books. He 


Our teacher, Sheikhul Islam Burhanud-din (a ae) 


the author of Al-Hidayah, used to narrate that one¢ ea 
= 7 . wrote the boo aqwimu I : 

the Imams of Bukhara was teaching and now an. fie an n 432 AH. (1041 CE). é 

then stood up during the lesson. The people aske! 

the reason why he did that. The Sheikh replied, ‘M 


Kbdul Aziz Ibn Ahmad, an Imam of Hanafi Figh 
le was a mujtahid fil madhhab. He wrote several 


a 
j 


4 
if 
* 


advice if they are not honoured. 
or your malady if you shun the / 


Bukhara and settled in a village for some days duey 
some incident that occurred. His students visited hig 
except Sheikh Qadi Bakr Ibn Muhammad 4 


Zaranjari (al 4). When he did eventually ma 


him, the teacher asked him why he had not visit 
him. The student replied, “I was pre-occupied 4 
serving my mother.” The teacher said, “You will} 
blessed in your age but you will not be blessed wil 
the illumination of teaching.” And this was exact 
what occurred for he spent most of his time in ti 
villages and could not formally teach. 


> Khalifah Hartn Ar-Rashid ( «= , 


on to Asma’i”! (4) «= )) sot 


Therefore, the one who causes distress to his teach 
is deprived of the blessings of knowledge and he wi 
derive little benefit from his knowledge. 


imanded him ane 


that you teach him ani 
not tell him to pour 
wash your feet with the¢ 


Indeed the teacher and the doctor, both of them, 


books, among them the celebrated work, ‘Al-Mabsit’. He pass 


knowledge is to re t the 
away in 448 or 449 A.H. (1056 or 1057 C.E.). 8 SPSS 


20 One of the great Imams of Hanafi Fiqh. His lineage goes up to! 
Sahabi Jabir Ibn Abdullah #. He studied under Imam Halwiri.4 
had a phenomenal memory. The people referred to him! 


narrations. He was known as the ‘Small Abu Hanifah’. 
\ 


ab was one of the Imams of Arabic Li tera’ 
H. (831 C.E.). , 
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books without ablution. 


1 i ani ‘ai “* : 2 5 
Sheikh Shamsul Aimmah Halwani (# ) c eikh Burhanud-din (| az) used to 


reported to have said, “I obtained this knowledge by 
>r without Fs i : “ 

mae of respect. I pieced any paper withou ii SMMRINOE ieacher said to him, “You é 

being in a state of wudu. 2. 


Sheikh Shamsul Aimmah As-Sarakhsi”’ (aI ax) one 


night suffered from acute diarrhoea. He was at the 
time revising his lessons. That night he performed 
wudu seventeen times because he would _ never 
revise his lessons without first performing wudi 
The reason for this is that knowledge is light and 
wuddu is light. Thus, the light of knowledge increases 
with the light of wudu. 


( 


is to write neatly 


It is incumbent for the scholar not to stretch his legs 


out towards the book. He should place the books 0 
tafsir on top of the other books out of respect. He 


2 He was Muhammad Ibn Ahmad As-Sarakhsi from Khurasan. Ht 
was a very erudite scholar of scholastic theology, jurisprudence 
principles of jurisprudence. He also excelled in debating and wrt 
many books. He passed away in 483 A.H. (1090 C.E.). 


rist, Hasan Ibn Mansiir Al-Auzjandi Al- 


books of jurisprudence. He was a mujtahid 
n 592 A.H. (1195 C.E.). 
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very small alphabets. He said to him, “Do not writ 
so small for if you live, you will regret and if you dig 
the people after you will swear you.” That is, whey 
you grow old and your eyesight becomes weak, yoy 
will regret (for not being able to read your owy 
writing. 


knowledge and to respect one’s 
staining a secular need) is a 


lly listen to the discourses 
isdom with respect and 
0 listen to a single mas‘alah 
om a thousand times. 


It is reported that Imam Majdud-din Sarkhaki ( «) 


4) said, “Whenever we did not write carefully, we 


regretted and whenever we left out anything, we 
regretted later as we were in need of it. Whenever we 
did not compare our written notes with a corred 
copy, we later had to regret for this lapse.” 


The shape of the book should be square as was the 
shape of Imam Abu Hanifah’s books. It is easier ty 
carry, to put down and to study such books. 


e teacher, through his 
hat is appropriate for 
his temperament. 


One should not use red ink in a book as it was the 
practice of the philosophers and not the habit of the 
predecessors. Our Mashaikh disliked the use of red 


(a) 4 )) used to say that in the 


udents used to hand over their 


Part of respecting knowledge is to respect thos 
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matters of studying to their teachers. As a result, the 
would reach their aims. However, now the studenj 
make the choice themselves and the consequence4 
this is that they remain deprived of knowledge ay 


efrain from evil character 
very harmful for him like 
ie ngels do not enter a house 
erie sere a picture.” A person learns 


It is narrated that Imam Muhammad Ibn Ismail 


Bukhari (i 4) (257 A.H.) began studying Kita entioned in the books of 


Salah under the tutorship of Imam Muhammad 


Hasan (al «*,). The latter said to him, “Go a dj 
rah ( ) from pride as knowle¢ 


feahand. 


study the science of hadith.” The great | 
Muhammad (a 4 )) had noticed that the subjec 


hadith was more suitable for his temperament. Ima 


for the proud yout ; 
or the high place. 


Si" id 
al, a 


Bukhari ea) 4) accepted the advice of his teactg 


and began studying hadith. He excelled in this fl 
to the extent that he surpassed all the scholars 


hadith. 


roys a tall house, simila 


It is essential for the student not to sit very close 
the teacher at the time of the lesson where there isi 
need for this. He should sit at a distance of one bo 
as there is more respect in this. 
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eee 
Effort, Punctuality and Zeal 


It is highly incumbent for the student to strive, 
punctual and constant in seeking knowledge. A, 
indication is made to this in the Qur'an by th 
following verses: 


“O Yahya, hold the book firmly.” 


“Those who strive for Our sake, We guide them 
to Our paths.” 


It has been said, 


I achieved progress through my own efforts, not 
with the efforts of others, 

Fate cannot achieve anything unless an effort is 
attached to it. 

Many a slave has become like a free man due to 
his efforts, 


4 Surah Maryam, verse 12. 
2 Sarah Ankabit, verse 69. 
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Effort simplifies every difficult task 

Just as an effort opens every locked door. 

From the creation of Allah, the one most 
entitled to congratulations 

is the one who has courage in spite of difficult 
circumstances. 

The proof of Allah's decree and command 

is that the intelligent one is living a difficult life 
while the fool is enjoying luxury. 

But the one who is granted complete 
intelligence is deprived of wealth. 

These are two opposites, wealth and knowledge 
cannot combine. 


These verses were also recited to me: 


If you desire to become a great jurist and 
debater without any effort 
then this is one of the many kinds of insanity. person. — ” 
When wealth cannot be earned without hard a “all Masters, I 


gleasure. 


work, for Y 

how can knowledge be attained without s heights without striving, , 
\ 

his life in seeking something 


striving? 
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Therefore grant me the ability to gain 


knowledge and make me reach great heights. and abstain from 


idon filling your belly. 


A proverb says, “Engage yourself in educatio Means because 


activities the whole night, you will achieve yo 
desires.” 


Ihave presented similar sentiments in a couplet: 


Whoever wants to see all his desires being 
fulfilled, should firstly remain awake at night 
and engage himself in knowledge. 

He should eat less as well in order to achieve the 
fruits of knowledge. If a person wants to create 
perfection in himself, this is the only way. 


The one who stays awake at night knows that during 
the day he feels alert and fresh. 


It is incumbent on the student to revise his lesson 
during the first and last parts of the night because tl 
time between Maghrib and [sha and the timed 
Tahajjud is most blessed. 
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Do not make the worship of Allah a burden upg 
yourself because the one who is lost on a jours 
neither reaches his destination nor maintains 
conveyance.” 


‘of memorizing all the books of 
bnul Hasan (a 4), strives and 


le will memorize most of them or 
Gf he cannot memorize all of 


Nabi & said that the soul is a conveyance and oy 
should be gentle with it. 


n but he does not strive or he 


The student should maintain his zeal and enthusiasm not possess any zeal, he 


for knowledge. Zeal is like a bird. Just as a bird flig 
with its wings, so too does a person fly to gred 
heights with his zeal. 


Abi At-Tayyib says, 
Regarding firm resolutions and lofty character, Patended to travel 7 
zeal and enthusiasm play a major role, 

Because the person with a lack of zeal regards 
something insignificant as major while the 
person with great enthusiasm does not even 


glance at major things. 


I travel for this G 
orld is paltry and tempi 


le sages replied, “Travel 
gdom of the world and # 
hat is much better.” : 


In order to achieve something, the basic factor! 
effort and high enthusiasm. For instance, if a perso 
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Rasulullah & said, “Indeed Allah loves high spirits 
all matters and He dislikes lack of zeal.” 


3 
sed a couplet in this regard: 


Do not be hasty in your work. Do it with ease 
for continuity is essential for removing 
crookedness and reforming corruption. 


abandon laziness and laxity 
ill be disgraced. 


Imam Abu Hanifah (a 4 )) said to Imam Abi Yig 


(I 4), “You were dull headed but jy 


continuous effort made you progress. Alw 
abstain from laziness for this is a misfortune and ness, a person has to und 
great calamity.” regret. 4 Al 

hi: 1g to remove some doi 
ause laziness causes a d 
most of it is left o 
ver amount of knowledge 
j assistance. Ask the lea 
IS beyond your understanding. 


Imam Abi Nasr As-Saffar Al-Ansari”’ (ai 4x ») said 


O soul, do not be slack in acts of virtue, justice 
and doing favours, 

for every person who does good deeds is 
delighted while the lazy ones are in calamity 
and misfortune. 


hat laziness in obtaining knowle 
lack of pondering in knowledge a 
‘ore the student should tire himsé 
d in continuous pondering over the 


27 He was Ahmad Ibn Muhammad from the people of Bukhari} 
was of the scholars of the fourth century of Hijrah. 
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virtues of knowledge for knowledge remains whijj 
wealth diminishes. 


=~. , - Alc oe, “| ? 
Amirul Mu’minin Ali said, ne is like death. 


, their bodies are like 


We are pleased with the decree of Allah 
regarding us, that we have knowledge and our 
enemies have wealth. 

Verily wealth will soon perish while knowledge 
will remain perpetually. 


‘with knowledge, 
death. 
be resurrected with thi 


Beneficial knowledge endows one with abundant 
praises and this will remain even after one’s deati 
because it is an eternal life. 


Imam Zahirud-din Hasan Ibn Ali (ai ax), well 


known as Marghinani, the Mufti of the Imams 
recited the following verse to us: 


The ignorant are dead even before their death. 
The learned remain alive (through their 
knowledge) even after they have passed away. 


Knowledge is the life of the heart. Therefore 
value it. 

Ignorance is the death of the heart. Therefore 
abstain from it. 


My teacher, Sheikh Burhanud-din (a! 4) rect om 1] : ds of calamities while 
the following poetry to me: 


The status of the scholar is the highest of all 
stages. Besides this stage, all other stages are 
non-entities. 

The honour of the scholar remains and after 
death also it does not perish. There is hope of it 
being increased in the hereafter. 

As for the ignoramus, he enters the sand after 
death. 

The leaders of large armies and large countries 
cannot reach the honour of the scholars. 

I will expound to you some of the virtues of 
knowledge. Therefore listen to them although it 
is impossible to enlist all the virtues. 
Knowledge is a complete and perfect light 


———— eS See 


A poet said, 


When knowledge is the cause of tremendous 
honour, the science of jurisprudence is more 
entitled to respect. 

There are many good smells but they are unlike 
musk and there are many birds but which one 
can reach the heights of the falcon. 


seventy physicians are 
t forgetfulness is caused by 
ve phlegm is caused by 
r and drinking too much 
peserate appetites, Dry. 


» These verses were also recited to me, 


The best knowledge which you want to obtain is 
jurisprudence. 

Whoever is involved in teaching, his feats 
cannot be obliterated. 

Obtain the knowledge of that which you do not 
know. 

Because the beginning of knowledge is virtue as 
well as its ending. 


This amount of virtue of knowledge is sufficient thal 
it spurs one to obtain more knowledge. 


Sometimes laziness is created in a person due to tit 
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A poet has said, 


"one’s appetite is to eat / 
1é most delectable dishes 


It is an extremely defective character trait to be 
unfortunate due to eating. 


Nabi & said, “Allah % dislikes three people without 
them having committed any crime, one who isa 
glutton, the miser and the arrogant one.” 


Ponder over the harms of excessive eating. Excessive 
eating causes illnesses and laziness. It has therefore 
been said that the belly destroys the intelligence. 


It has been reported that Jalinus” said, “The 
pomegranate has complete benefit. Fish has excessive 
harms while a small amount of fish is better thana 
large amount of pomegranates.” 


Excessive eating also causes a waste of wealth and 
eating more than one’s fill is completely harmful 
One is entitled to punishment in the hereafter for it 


2) He was a Greek physician who was born in 129 C.E. and died 
199 CE. 


Pave 64 


because light was created on 
day of misfortune for the 


The Beginning of the Lesson, its Amount 
should be blessed for the 


and Sequence 
te 


Our teacher, Sheikhul Islam Burhanud-din (4! «a} 
‘the lesson at the outset, Imam 


used to begin the lesson on a Wednesday. He used i 
narrate a hadith regarding this and use it as prog 
He quoted Rasulullah = as saying, “Any task that 
initiated on a Wednesday will most certainly readf 
completion.” His (Sheikhul Islam’s) father used to dj 


the same. 


J used to narrate from Qadi 


Sheikhul Islam (41! 4*,) used to narrate this haditl 


from his teacher, Sheikh Oiwamud-din*? Ahmad by 


Abdir Rashid (al 44). twice. The in 
I heard from authentic sources that Sheikh Yiisuf 4) 4 e 
5 ; lov the lesson is lengthy at the 
Hamdhani*! (43! 4) used to begin all good acts ond a - a ’ 
: S to revise it ten time 


30 He was a jurist of Bukhara from among the scholars of the si! 


century of hijrah. 
31 Yusuf Ibn Ayyub Al-Hamdhani was an ascetic orator of Baghd 


who later settled in Marw. He has written several wor 


ay in 535 A.H. (1140 C.E.) 
wy has clarified this subject in his ‘Al-Fawe 


5 oo 
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d reflect over it and revise it 
m is Short but the revision and 
yhe will understand and grasp 


the same at the end because the student becop 
accustomed to that and he will not be able to diseg 
that revision except with great effort. It has been sg 
that the lesson should be brief but revision should 
intensive. 
learning two letters is better 
fof lessons and understanding 
learning two lines. 


The inception should be something that the studg 
can easily understand. Imam Sharafud-din Al-Uga 


(ail 4) used to say, “In my opinion, the corr 
procedure is the one adopted by our Mashaikh. Th 
chose for the beginner small books that were 
summary of the voluminous ones because it is easig 
to understand and learn them. These books wo 
not create boredom and they were easily accessible, 


s lax in understandin 
es not strive once or twi 


After learning and revising the lesson, the stude 
should note down the summary of it as this 


extremely beneficial. 


far Al-Ansari (a 4») quote 


The student should not write down something | 
n of Qadi Al-Khalil Ibn Ahmad 


does not understand as this will dull his mini 
destroy his intellect and waste his time. 
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Serve knowledge for the amount of benefit you 
will derive from it and be constant in your 
lessons with the assistance of the Praiseworthy 
One. 
Repeat whatever you have learnt and revise it 
thoroughly, 
So that you do not forget it. Then write it down 
so that you can refer to it and teach it always 
After having learnt something thoroughly to 
the extent that one is sure of not forgetting it, 
strive to learn something new. 
Continue revising the previous work while your 
knowledge continues to increase. 
In order to revive your knowledge, convey its 
benefit to the people and do not remain aloof 
from the intellectuals. 
If you conceal knowledge, you will certainly s Peeler of truth 
forget it and you will become nothing but an : 
ignorant fool. 
On the day of Judgement you will be bridled 
with fire and you will be incinerated in a severe 


punishment. 


ary that these discussions and 
Oderation, careful thought 


moderation. Nothing can be 
and venting one’s anger. 


he jurist Abi Abdillah Al-Jurjani (397 A 
lars with the name Muhammad Ibn 


with any problem and he did not have an answer itions of knowledge is that it 
it, he would say, “Your opinion is binding and | ; 
ponder over it. And there is a being more lea 
above every learned one.” (Therefore, ask { 
opinion of others as well.) 


t will be served by all the 


ld) be pondering over the delicate 
all the time and make this a 
r Boints of knowledge can only 
g. Therefore it has been said 


Debating and discussing have more benefit 
mere revision because they provide the benefit 
revision as well as an increase in one’s knowledge, 


It has been said that to debate for a while is bet 
than revising for a month if the debate is done wi 
person of moderate temperament who is 00 


natured. 


Abstain from discussing with an obstinate pers 
who is not good natured because temperaments 4 
diverse and character traits are transitive. One 


greatly affected by company. 


The poem which Khalil Ibn Ahmad (<! «*)) 


mentioned has tremendous benefits. It has been said 
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Do not be heedless of the need for speech, its 
time, condition, amount and place. Take all 4 4e from any person.” 
these factors into consideration before speaking. 


The student should seek benefit from all the peony , ‘ k ‘ Ps 

ich knowledge, he replied, “I never 
at all times and in all conditions. Rasulullah # 
“Wisdom is the lost commodity of a Ptiever: He 
should take it wherever he finds it.” A proverb say 
})’ Take what is pure and leave what is murky.” 


ry of benefitting from anyone 
ting benefit to others.” 


as asked how he obtained 
“By a tongue that as 


I heard Imam Fakhrud-din Kashani (ail 42 )) saying heart that underst 


“A slave girl of Imam Abu Yusuf ey 42) was kepl 
as a trust by Imam Muhammad Ibnul Hasan ( «) 


isl). He asked her, “Do you at this time remember 
anything of the jurisprudence of Imam Abi Yisuf 
(al 4)?” She replied in the negative and said, 
“Except that he used to revise continuously and say 
that the portion of inheritance (sahmud-dur) falls 
away.” Imam Muhammad (ail 4) learnt this 


mas’alah from her. He was having difficulty with 
this mas‘alah and after hearing this statement, all his 
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This indicates that seeking knowledge is possible 
while one is earning a living. 


ah (aI 4x) said, “I obtained 


Abu Hafs Al-Kabir (aI 45) used to revise his ‘ ‘ 
aise and gratitude. Whenever I 


/ mas’alah of fiqh or attained the 
elicate issue, I praised Allah. As a 


knowledge while earning a living. If a student has to 
earn to support his family; he should earn while at 
the same time, he should revise and discuss his 
owledge without becoming lax. 


As long as one’s intellect and body are intact, there is 
no excuse for not learning and seeking knowledge. A 
person cannot be poorer than what Imam Abi Yisuf 
(a 4) was and his poverty did not prevent him 
from studying. If one has wealth, the best avenue for 
spending it is in the path of knowledge. In this way 
wealth is a bounty for a pious man. 


A scholar was asked how he obtained knowledge 
He replied, “Due to my wealthy father who spent on 
the people of knowledge and virtue.” This is a cause 
of increase in knowledge because it is expressing 
gratitude on the bounties of intelligence and 
knowledge. Expressing thanks is a cause of earning 


ided ones trusted their opinions 
hey sought the truth from the 
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creation, i i igence =i 

RTE ee meeeence ul Aimmah Al-Halwani (4) 45) 
perceive everything just as the sight cannot sé 
everything. They were veiled off from the truth an 
could not perceive the truth as a result. The 


themselves were misguided and misled others too. 


an. He used to sell sweetmeats. He 
jurists and say, “Supplicate for my 
Nthe blessing of his generosity, good 
mess and imploring to Allah #%, his 


Rasulullah # said, “The heedless one is one w 
practises on his negligence while the intellige: 
H)practises on his intelligence.” Practising on 
intelligence firstly means to recognize 

helplessness. Rasulullah & said, “The one wh 
recognizes himself, recognizes his Lord.” Do not ever 
rely on your self or your intelligence. Repose yout 
trust solely in Allah and seek the truth and guidane 
from Him alone. Whoever reposes his trust in Alla 
He is sufficient for him and will guide him to the 


straight path. 


00ks and have copies of them made. 
ndous assistance in the path of 
urisprudence. 


‘ 
* 


amad Ibnul Hasan (4 


. He had three hundre 
oversee his wealth. He § 
wledge and jurisprudence f 
not have even one good clo} 
en Imam Abii Yiisuf (ai) 4&5) 
thes, he sent some elegant gam 
sr, Imam Muhammad (ai! 4 


Whoever has abundant wealth should not i 
miserly. He should seek refuge in Allah tr 
miserliness. a ever, 


Nabi 4 said, “What illness can be worse tha! 
miserliness.” 


+ a 


itis sunnah to accept gifts, he proba 
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creation, namely intelligence. Intelligence ca , hist ay 

: Mite oo Oe Shamsul Aimmah Al-Halwani (ai «= ,) 
perceive everything just as the sight cannot se 
everything. They were veiled off from the truth ang 
could not perceive the truth as a result. The 


themselves were misguided and misled others too. 


an. He used to sell sweetmeats. He 
urists and say, “Supplicate for my 
blessing of his generosity, good 
SS and imploring to Allah #8, his 


Rasulullah & said, “The heedless one is one 
practises on his negligence while the intellige: 
practises on his intelligence.” Practising on one 
* intelligence firstly means to recognize one! 
helplessness. Rasulullah * said, “The one whd 
recognizes himself, recognizes his Lord.” Do not eve 
rely on your self or your intelligence. Repose yo 
trust solely in Allah and seek the truth and guidang 
from Him alone. Whoever reposes his trust in Alla 
He is sufficient for him and will guide him to the Bene vi 
cuaishepaes 101 wledge and jurisprudence to 
hal not have even one good cloth 


mendous assistance in the path of 
isprudence. 


Whoever has abundant wealth should not b 
miserly. He should seek refuge in Allah fro 


miserliness. 


he sent some elegant ga 1 

ver, Imam Muhammad (al ax) di 
e and said, “You were given ¢ 

Nabi # said, “What illness can be worse thal Be aiT will also receive tial 


miserliness.” 
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not accept the gift as it was a disgrace for himself. ieee knowledge so that they 
2 { . the wealth of the people. 

Rasulullah # said, “A believer should not disgrace 
himself.” goes thus: The one who craves the 
31s afflicted with poverty. If a scholar 
he cannot maintain the dignity and 
wledge nor will he speak the truth. It 
on that Rasulullah & sought refuge 


ing, “I seek refuge from that greed 


It has been narrated that Fakhrul Islam Irsabandj 
(al 4 )) gathered the peels of a melon that was lying 


(in an empty place. He ate the peels. A slave girl, who 
was watching him, narrated the incident to her 
master who invited him to a meal. He did not accept 
this invitation for the very same reason, that is, he 
did not want to disgrace himself. 


Rasulullah # said, “Keep away from greed becauseit 
will reveal the secret of your need.” 


The student should not be miserly with his wealth 
but should spend it on himself and on others. 


Nabi # said, “The fear of poverty has made all the 
people the victims of poverty.” 


In the previous era, the scholars would learn : 


(al 4») used to say, “I surpassed all 
se I never left my studies for any 


his heart unless he revises thoroughly. He sho 
revise the previous day’s lesson five times, the lesgq 
of the day before that four times, the one before 
three times, the one preceding that two times and 
one before that once. This is an excellent way 
preserving one’s knowledge. 


te from Sheikh Isbijabi (4) «~)) 

ergo a gap in his studies for a 

years due to the revolution that 
antry. He took his companion and 
place where they could continue 
hose twelve years. His companion 
khul Islam of the Shafi’is and] 
was also a Shafi’1. 


The revision of the lesson should not be done silent 
as the lesson and the revision should be done wit 
forcefulness and alertness. However, he should ng 
raise his voice to the extent that he become 
exhausted and abandons the revision. The best pa 


is the one of moderation. 


It is reported that Imam Abu Yusuf (i 4 )) used { 

1 Islam Qadi 
discuss jurisprudence with the jurists with grea ae — 
energy and vivacity. His son-in-law used to if eo for a eee 

ence so that it be 


amazed by this and say, “I know that he is starving 
for five days. In spite of that, he is discussing wit 


such strength and briskness.” 


The student should not abandon his studies for 4 — i. 
period for it is a great calamity. Our teacher, Shei f All Ibn Muhammad Isbijabi was a cel 
: teacher of Sheikh Burhanud-din, 

d away in Samarqand in 535 AH. (11 


During his period of study, the student sho fhieson of Mansir Al-Hallaj (4) 4), 
repose his trust in Allah. He should not cong 
himself in earning and pre-occupy himself in do 
so. 


de"replied, “If you do not occupy 
ang (virtuous), it (your nafs) will 


Imam Abu Hanifah (al 4) has narrated from 
Sahabi, Abdullah Ibnul Harith . that whoever lea 
jurisprudence for the sake of Allah’ Din, Allah ¥ 
sufficient for him. He will provide him sustena 
from sources which he cannot imagine. 


The one who is preoccupied in food and clothing q 
never reach good morals and lofty attributes. A pq 
says”, 


Leave excellent character attributes and do not 
travel to achieve them. 


35 This is a couplet of the poet Hati’ah in which he satirizes Zabar 
Ibn Badr. Umar & later prohibited Hati’ah from ridiculing 
Muslims. See “Ad-Diwan, p. 284. 
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It is essential for the student to decrease 
attachment to worldly matters as much as possible. 
is for this reason that the scholars chose to lead 


life of travellers. 3 : ’ 
ild neither turn his attention 


else nor should h I 
One has to bear the toils and hardships during ¢ ea = enw 


journey of knowledge as mentioned by Musa 
“We have indeed experienced tremendous fatigue j 
this journey of ours.” He did not mention thi 
regarding any other journey of his. 


id Ibnul Hasan (al 4) said, “This 


rs is from the cradle to the gr 
have this intention, should 


=} ” 


8 


This indicates that the journey in the quest fg 
knowledge is not free of toil because seeking 
knowledge is a great task. According to mos 
scholars, it is more virtuous than jihad. Reward 
accrues according to the amount of exertion and toi 
Whoever bears the exertion patiently, will perceive 
the taste of knowledge which surpasses all the 
delights of this world. 


It is for this very reason that when Imam 


Ibn Sabih Al-Mazini v 
tled in Egypt where he pass 
as a Hanafi jurist who studied u 

inted the chief justice of Egy 


Muhammad Ibnul Hasan (4! 4*)) used to remai 


awake at nights and his difficult matters used to be 
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lking?” ae! my : “The masail of the mukatab kept 
eee en ae eg), cid not know from preparing for this day 
answer. Imam Abu Yusuf (ail 4) then himself out of humility. 


provided the answer.*” 


A jurist should in this manner be pre-occupied all the 
time in jurisprudential matters. It is only then that he 


will find great enjoyment in it. 


Someone saw Imam Muhammad Ibnul Hasan ( «} 
ail) in a dream after he had passed away. He was 
asked what his condition was when he was about to 
depart from this world. Imam Muhammad (ai 4a) 


replied, “I was busy pondering over the mas‘alah of 
the mukatab (slave) and did not even realize that my 


soul was being removed.” 


It is reported that Imam Muhammad (il 4 )) said at 


¥ The answer was that when making du’a, rami performed on footis 
better and where one does not stand to recite any du’as, it is better to 


be mounted. 
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The Time for Seeking Knowledge he anthology of the poets.” 


It is said that the time for studying is from the crad en Hasan (a 4 )) never used 


to the grave. Imam Hasan Ibn Ziyad* (il 4») bega aw He would keep a stack of books 
studying jurisprudence at the age of eighty. He did 
not lie on his bed for forty years and he issued lega he oe begin another Sub iect He 
verdicts thereafter for forty years. 


a the water. He used to say, 


” 


The most appropriate time is the beginning of one§ eat. 
youth. The time of tahajjud and the time between 
Maghrib and Isha are also suitable. The student 
should be engrossed all the time in studying. Whe 
he becomes bored of one subject, he should begin 
another. 


When Abdullah Ibn Abbas? # used to become 


38 Al-Hasan Ibn Ziyad Al-Lu‘lu7 was a pearl merchant from Kufah 
He was a companion of Imam Abu Hanifah. He was extremely 
intelligent and sharp-witted. He was the chief justice of Kufah. He 
passed away in 204 A.H. (819 C.E.). 

39 The son of Nabi’s & uncle. He was conferred the title of Hibrul 
Ummah and Tarjumanul Qur’an — the most learned person of this 
ummah and the interpreter of the Qur'an. He would often divide his 


© He was 2 Hanafi jorsst of 
© The time when the sun mse 
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Compassion and Advice ) and Tajud-din (a1 4@>) after 


his other lessons. 

The scholar should be compassionate and seek good 
for others without any jealousy. Jealousy is harmfu sed to say, “We used to be weary and 
ie.” Their father used to say, “The 
children of the elders come to me 
of the earth. Therefore I have to 
to their lessons. Due to his 


© sons surpassed all the jurists o 


Our teacher, Sheikhul Islam Burhanud-din (4) «aj 


used to say, “The scholars said that the son ofa 
alim will also be an alim because the Alim wants hi 
student to be knowledgeable of the Qur’an. Due to 
the blessing of his belief and his compassion, his so 
will also become learned.”*° 


Abul Hasan*! (4) 4*,) used to narrate that Imam 
Abdul Aziz Ibn Umar* (43! 4~)) used to set aside the 


time of duha* for teaching his two sons, Husamud: 


40 This is no hard and fast rule. In fact, the opposite occurs more 
‘often. 

41 This refers to Ali Ibn Abi Bakr, the author of Al-Hidayah and the 
teacher of Burhanul Islam Az-Zarnujl. 

42 He was a Hanafi jurist of the fifth Hijrah century. 
‘3 The time when the sun rises high in the morning. 
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popularly known as Khaharzadah said that Sultan Wee your to perfect yourself, your 
atically be subdued. Abstain from 
vil Ht disgrace you and waste your time. 
ely essential especially towards 


Shari’‘at Yusuf Hamdhani (ail 4*)) recited tf 


following couplet to them, 


You do not have to punish the evil one for | 
act. © 
Very soon he will be recompensed for the acti 
he is performing. 


I patiently one foolish act of the fool 
eceive ten rewards.” 


Whoever has the intention of exacting revenge fro 
his enemy should repeatedly recite this couplet 


he people for generations and found no 


ft those who are deceitful and | 
ay 


The following verse was recited to me, 


When you intend to disgrace your enemy, 
destroy him in grief and burn him in anxiety, 
seek heights and increase your search for 
knowledge, 
for the one whose knowledge increases, the grief 
of his enviers increases. 


anything more bitter than beg 


2a 
ot have evil though ab ole) 


to Barbour evil Re 
s said, “Harbour good thou 
According to the statem 


a 


Remain engaged in your expediencies and do not be 
overly concerned with overpowering your enemy. 


Tayyib, this is caused by an evil intention 
rotten inside: and 


When the conduct of a person becomes evi 
thoughts also deteriorate. 
His habitual thoughts make him have 


for his lovers by means of the statement 
enemies. 


He then remains in the darkness of doubt. 


L, his 


en mity 


S of his 


The following couplet was also recited to me, 


Abstain from evil and do not even intend it 
Continue increasing your good conduct. 
You will be saved from every evil plan of your 
enemy. When he plans treachery, do not intend 
the same for him. 


Abul Fath Al-Busti said, 


An intelligent person cannot remain safe from 
an ignorant one. 
The latter will distress him due to oppression 
and harassment. 
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mpanions. I asked, ‘O Messenger of 
me whatever you told them.’ He / 
had some paper. I replied in the 
Said, ‘O Hilal, never be without 
@ is goodness in it and its owner 


oa 


Seeking Benefit 


The student should seek benefit all the time in 9 
to achieve erudition and perfection in knowle 
The method of benefit is that he should keg 
notebook with him all the time in order to note da 
whatever educational benefit he derives from 


Pahalars: (a) 4=,) advised his son, 


+=) to memorize a _ little 


Therefore it has been said that if a person memori 
something, it is possible that he will forget it but if 
notes it down, it will remain preserved. 


dom daily. This paltry amouy 


Knowledge is that which is heard from the mouths 
the scholars because they used to preserve the best 
whatever they heard. Whatever they uttered wast 
best of their memorized facts. 


I heard from Sheikh Zaynul Islam (al 4% )) who 
more popularly known as Al-Adib Al-Ustad 
quoting Hilal Ibn Zayd Ibn Yasar + saying, “I 8 
Rasulullah % explaining the facts of knowledge al 
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Yahya Ibn Mu’adh Ar-Razi’7 (3) «*,) used to sa “f 


Vinen you do some work, become fully / 


“The night is long, theretore do not shorten it \ x F 4 
8 8 — = It is the greatest disgrace and 


our sleep. The day is bright, therefore d t dar : 
ah x aeeetiad 2 — m atvay from the knowledge of 
it with your sins. 


Value the scholars and continue seeking benefit fro 
them because whatever is missed cannot be achieved 


later. Our teacher, Sheikhul Islam (4! «aj 


ely disliked except when seeking 
it is necessary for the studentit 
efore the teacher, the comps 
to benefit from them. _ 


mentioned in his book, “I met many scholars but did 
not take full benefit from them (due to not 


recognizing the depth of their knowledge).” 


IT recite this verse regarding these very los 
opportunities: 


I regret severely the wasting of these valuable 
moments. 

It is very difficult to recover whatever has 
passed and been lost. 


47 He was a renowned orator and ascetic of Rayy. Many sentences 0 
wisdom are attributed to him. He passed away in Nisabiir in 258 
A.H. (872 C.E.). 
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Piety While Studying 
ated about Sheikh Muhammad Ibnul 


Some people have narrated a hadith of Rasulullah “a oat Fadls8 (al 4x )) that he never 


in this regard that he said, “Whoever is not cautiou : ; 
8 5 ae © market-place during his student 


lived in a nearby village. He would 
Friday. One day his father saw 
Op in his son’s room. He was so 


of abstaining from sin during his studies, Allah ¥ 
will test him with one of three things: he will grant 


him death during his youth, or he will flounder 


around the villages or he will experience the disgrace 
of serving the king.” The greater the piety I 
7student, the more beneficial will his knowledge be, 
his studies will be easier and its benefits will be 


at neither did he buy it nor was he 
fas his colleague who hed brows hi 


increased. 


Part of perfect piety is to refrain from eating 
excessively, sleeping excessively, and speaking non- 
beneficial things excessively. If possible, abstain from 
eating the food of the market-places because such 
food contains impurities, distances one from the 
dhikr of Allah % and is more likely to cause 
negligence. Also, the sight of the poor falls on it 
while they are unable to purchase it. This causes 
them distress as a result of which, its blessing 
decreases. 


‘not sit with people 
lot, will steal the “/ of 
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jurist did so due to the blessing of facing 
this is the sunnah method of sitting 
ie time of necessity. He also may have 
dyfrom the supplication of the Muslims 
"city normally has worshippers, ascetics 
people. Some pious worshipper could 
licated for him at night. 


and he will waste your time.” 


Piety is to keep away from the people 
transgression, sin and inactivity. Keep the compaj 
of the pious as this is very effective. Sit facing { 
giblah and follow the sunnah of Nabi &. Value if 
supplication of the pious people and protect yours 
from the cry of the oppressed. 
‘should therefore not be lax in adopting 


and the correct etiquette. Whoever 
the etiquette will be deprived 
whoever takes the sunnahs 
d of the obligations. An¢ 
of his obligations will be de 
Some scholars quote a hadi 


It has been narrated that two men went out in sear 
of knowledge. They were colleagues and retumg 
after several years to their home-town. One ha 
mastered jurisprudence while the other was bereft( 
knowledge. This made the jurists of the town pond 
over their condition and they began enquiring abo 
their condition, their revision of lessons and the 
sitting down and studying. They were informed 
the student who became a jurist used to revise 
lessons while facing the giblah and while facing 
city in which he studied, while the other stude 
used to make his back face the qiblah and his fad 
was in the direction of some other city. 


ident should perform salah abt 
st be one of humility as these 
in achieving knowledge. 


ing verses of Sheikh Najm 1¢ 


The Ulama unanimously agreed that the one wh 
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Ibn Muhammad An-Nasafi*? ey 4< 5) were recited tg 


me, 


Protect the commands and prohibitions of 
Shariah. 

Be punctual and regular in your salah. 

Seek the knowledge of Shart’ah and strive. 

Seek assistance with good things, you will 
become a jurist and scholar. 

Ask Allah to protect your memory while 
seeking His grace 

because Allah is the best protector. 


He also said, 


Obey Allah, strive for knowledge and do not be 


lax. 
You are going to return to your Lord. 
Do not sleep because the best people among the 


creation 


# He was a jurist, muhaddith and writer per excellence, having 
written many books. He was the teacher of the author of Al-Hidayah 


He passed away in Samargand in 537 A.H. (1142 C.E.). 


little at night. 


Should always carry a notebook with 
to continue studying. It has been said 
ho does not have a notebook in his 


Teceive wisdom in his heart. 


Bep a blank notebook and a pen in order 
a whatever he hears from the scholars. In 
ye have already mentioned the hadith of 
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ame of Allah, glory to Allah and all 
due to Him. There is no god besides 
alvis the greatest. There is no power 
xcept from Allah, the High, the 
Mighty and the Knowledgeable. 
lah the amount of alphabets that 

ritten and that will be written till 


Factors Which Improve the Memory 


The best way of improving the memory is to str 
be punctual, eat less, perform salah at night and 
recite the Qur’an. 


It has been said that nothing increases the memory4 
much as looking in the Qur’an and reciting it. J 

ane ; : B sail 4 5 
look inside and HE HS better because Nabi & sai fer every fard salah, 
“The greatest of actions of my ummat is to log P, 


inside the Qur’an and recite it.” Shaddad Ibn Hak 


a , os 2 Oe a ArH BO 
PO 2 Y 235 ui SU aig 


(41 4) saw one of his brothers in a dream a 


asked him which action he found to be the mo 
beneficial. He replied, “To look in the Qur'an an 
recite it.” 


in Allah, who is aloi 
$ no partner. I have di 
besides Him.” 


When picking up a book, recite the following, 


tt should send abunda 
his mention is a meai 


> 


Zeta 


VST HG WAY 5 by one a4 
SD Is se ah 3 hs plead (ai at, Y 25 YJ 


fps Bs Giant CRS 


Page 108 
Imam Shafi’ (<0) «@ ,) said, 


I mentioned the weakness of my memory to my 
teacher Waki’.°° 

He strongly advised me to abstain from sin 
The memory is a grace of the Almighty. 

And the grace of Allah is not granted to a 
sinner. 


To brush the teeth with the miswak, to drink hong 
to use frankincense and to eat 21 raisins daily ong 
empty stomach increase the memory and protect 0 
from many diseases. Whatever decreases phlegi 
and moisture increases the memory and whatey 


increases phlegm creates forgetfulness. 


As for those factors which create forgetfulness, thé 
are: sins, excessive transgression, grief and wort 
regarding worldly matters and having excessive p 


occupations and contacts. 


30 Waki’ Ibnul Jarrah was the teacher of Imam Shafi’. He pass 


away in 197 A.H. (812 C.E.). 
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Viously mentioned that a person should 
self in secular matters as these are 
"provide no benefit. The grief of the 
Kind of darkness in the heart while 
the hereafter creates a light in the 
manifests itself in salah. The concern 
prevents one from doing good work 
mm for the hereafter encourages one to 
deeds. Pre-occupying oneself in salah 
and obtaining knowledge reme 
grief as Sheikh Nasr Ibnul Hasa 


ajmud-din Omar 
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! s Which Increase or Decrease 
the glitter of her eye. _ Sustenance 
A beautiful maiden has imprisoned me and 


kindled love in my heart. The minds of the 
people are perplexed with the reality of her 
attributes. 

I said to her, “Leave me alone and excuse me 


r the student to have strength and to 
creases it and also what increases one’s 
fat he can be at ease when seeking 
scholars have written many books 


because I am pre-occupied in obtaining Here I will briefly quote a few points. 


knowledge. 

I am so engrossed in obtaining grace, 
knowledge and piety that I am no more in need 
of the singing and fragrance of beautiful 
women. 


aid, “Nothing changes predestination 
id nothing can increase the lifespan 
ood deeds. A person is deprived ¢ 


” . 


The causes of forgetting knowledge are: to eat green 
coriander, to eat a bitter apple, to look at something 
having a cross, to read the writing on tombstones, to 
walk among camels, to throw live lice onto the 
ground and to do cupping of the nape of the neck.» 


roves that the pe 
priv’ one of 


1 One should not forget the advice of Imam Waki’ about abandoning 
sin for it is the greatest cause of forgetfulness. 
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clothing. garlic, to sweep the house at 
Knowledge can only be obtained by abandoning wel, to leave dirt in the house, to walk 
sleep. aikh, to call one’s parents by 
eth with any kind of stick (that is 
toothpick), to clean the hands with 
porframe, to stand and lean on one 
© perform wudui in the toilet, to 
t ‘ison ‘the body, to dry the face with 
eave the spider webs in the house, 
hasten from the musjid after 
rush when going to 

in returning from th 


Another poet said, 


Is it not most unfortunate that the nights 
are passing by without any benefit and 
decreasing your lifespan. 


He also said, 


Stay awake at night, perhaps you may gain 9 buy p' of bread from beg 
some guidance. te - one’s fathers n 
Till when will you continue sleeping while your | 

life decreases. 


Some of the factors which cause poverty and whid 
have been transmitted from the scholars are: to slee 
naked, to urinate in the nude, to eat in a stated 
janabat**, to eat while leaning on one’s side, f 
disregard the dropped morsels of food, to burn 


*2 A state of spiritual impurity in which a bath is objigatory. 
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extravagant and to be lazy and sluggish in all wa ntly in a state of purity, to perform the 
Rae Ovcrty- ‘and the Witr Salah at home, not to 


_ a things after Witr, not to frequently 
Rasulullah & said, “Obtain sustenance by givig 


abundant charity.” To wake up early in the mori 
increases all bounties especially sustenance 


igs. 


that whoever pre-occupies himself in 
Miss out on the important matters. 
id, “When you see a person talking a 
peop) the is insane.” Ali 4 said, “When 
Mbn Ali # used to say, “To clean the house andj re omes perfect, speech decreases.” 


Good handwriting is a key to sustenance while 


ja few verses in this regard, 


; The strongest cause of sustenance is to perform sal 
With concentration and humility and to perform ea 
posture correctly taking into consideration all 
Wajib, sunnah and mustahab* factors. The Sala 
duha is most effective for this, as is the recitation| 
Surah Waqi ah at night before sleeping, the recitati 
of Surah Mulk, Sarah Muzzammil, Sirah Wal-la 
Surah Inshirah, to enter the musjid before the adha 


* meritorious 


comm ll ‘N 


g) 
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extravagant and to be lazy and sluggish in all wop 
cause poverty. 


amtly in a state of purity, to perform the 
Fajr and the Witr Salah at home, not to 
dly things after Witr, not to frequently 
except at the time of need and not to 
things. 


Rasulullah # said, “Obtain sustenance by giyj 
abundant charity.” To wake up early in the momi 
increases all bounties especially sustenance. 

said that whoever pre-occupies himself in 
Good handwriting is a key to sustenance while 
pleasant countenance and speaking gently to 
people increase the memory and sustenance. Hasg 
Ibn Ali # used to say, “To clean the house and 
Wash the utensils cause a person to becom 
wealthy.” 


ill miss out on the important matters. 
aid, “When you see a person talking a 
ain that he is insane.” Ali 4 said, “When 
ce becomes perfect, speech decreases.” 


posed a few verses in this regard, 


* 


A person's intellect becomes com 
eases. 
gin of the one who is a chatterbox 


The strongest cause of sustenance is to perform sala 
with concentration and humility and to perform eag 
posture correctly taking into consideration all 
Wajib, sunnah and mustahab* factors. The Salatud 
duha is most effective for this, as is the recitationg 
Surah Wagi‘ah at night before sleeping, the recitatid 
of Surah Mulk, Sirah Muzzammil, Sirah Wal-la 
Surah Inshirah, to enter the musjid before the adha 


y is a means of beauty while rema 


ifety. * 


byou speak, do not speak a lot. 


e who was the minister of Kisra Anuisherv 


* meritorious 


Page 116 


I never regretted remaining silent even once 
But I regretted several times for speaking. 


In order to increase your sustenance, recite thal pundant salutations upon Nabi & (salat 
following 100 times every day at the time of true 
dawn till the time of salah: 


Paes 


é 7 ane ; \ oe Wee | { \ 
s o -% , f dD) eae 
Beaty ish “a eK ve call 


wing eulogy abundantly every day and 
Also recite 100 times every morning and evening: i 


«Sell Ge) ett § yay 


Every day, recite 33 times after the Fajr and Maghrib 
Salah: 


Seek forgiveness from Allah 70 times after the Fa 
Salah. Read abundantly: 


me, N 
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re due to Allah % for granting the ability 
is book and salutations upon Nabi &, 
f prophets, his family and his esteemed 
ti oy Amin. 


Factors which increase one’s lifespan are: g004 
deeds, abandoning acts that cause harm to othe 
respecting the scholars, jOining family ties and ff 
read three times morning and evening every day 

> One who makes tasks easy, this book 


; limul Mut‘allim’ was completed before 
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Do not cut down green trees except for necessity 
Completing one’s ablution properly, to perfor 
salah with reverence, to perform gqiran, that is, thé 
hajj and umrah with one ihram and to protect one’ 
health increase one’s life. 


It is also essential to learn some medicine and td 
benefit from the narrations which Imam Abul Abbas 


(a 45) has quoted in his book, 
‘. This book is not rare and can be 


\ 


: | 
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S book and salutations upon Nabi &, 


Factors which increase one’s lifespan are: 2004 
Ophets, his family and his esteemed 


deeds, abandoning acts that cause harm to othe 
tespecting the scholars, joining family ties and 
read three times morning and evening every day: 


via ij Bite oiibalias pl ey olfall a ii ocd 
c*. at Madrasah Saraya in Qaysariyah® in 115 
Dl 5 5 Ce les lal 2 5 one ds ‘we 
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Do not cut down green trees except for necessi “ss 
Completing one’s ablution properly, to perform . 
salah with reverence, to perform giran, that is, the 
hajj and umrah with one ihram and to protect one’ 


health increase one’s life. 


It is also essential to learn some medicine and (0 


benefit from the narrations which Imam Abul Abb aa ofthe Baja dynasty, presently pani 
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